But your unprofessional readers ought to be informed that the small bone of the leg is merely a kind of addendum to the large bone, for the purpose of facilitating movement. When simply fractured it can be fixed with the most complete immovability between the large bone and the plaster-of-paris bandage. The foot is at the same time immovably fixed, a bandage suspended from the shoulders slings the foot, and then with crutches there is no risk whatever. The patient will retain his general health and recover the use of his limb much better by going about in the open air than he would by lying in bed. In the case of Captain W., he utterly derided the use of the sling or crutches.
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A word more. I have been connected with hospitals, in various capacities, for nearly twenty years, and never once saw the least indication of anything but the most perfect kindness and consideration for any patient during all that time. In general hospitals un kindness and unskilful management are practically impossible.
